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Classification systems in Europe

Committee for Mineral Reserves International 
Reporting Standards (CRIRSCO)

The ABC1/GKZ system

Countries with no obligatory classification system
in Europe

Countries with no compatible classification system
in Europe

Bridging between National Classification Systems
and UNFC 



PanAfGeo + Classification systems in Europe 
(based on the GSEU questionnaire)

3
https://www.geologicalservice.eu/upload/content/1689/gseu_d2-1_unfc_1st_report.pdf
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4https://www.geologicalservice.eu/upload/files/EU%20ICE%20SRM%20UNFC%20training/5_Introduction_0_CRIRSCO-UNFC_Bridging_Document.pdf

Committee for Mineral Reserves International 
Reporting Standards (CRIRSCO)

CRIRSCO was formed in 1994 and it currently representing fifteen national reporting organisations (NROs) around the world.



PanAfGeo +

5
https://www.geologicalservice.eu/upload/files/EU%20ICE%20SRM%20UNFC%20training/5_Introduction_0_CRIRSCO-UNFC_Bridging_Document.pdf
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• The ABC1 /GKZ  system of mineral deposit classification is common to most Eastern and some 
Central European countries

• Brief general description: 

 Classification  is ranking of mineral reserves on the basis of technical -economic circumstances 
of future mining, into following classes: economic ( balanced ), potential economic ( conditionally 
balanced ) and non -economic ( out-of-balanced ) reserves; 

 Categorisation  is ranking of mineral reserves (within classes) on the basis of  level of geol. 
exploration of deposit and knowledge of quantity and quality  of mineral commodity, into 
following categories: A, B, C1 for reserves  and C2 , D1 in D2 for resources .

• Mapping and Guidance documents , considering Europe , have been prepared  in Hungary, Ukraine, 
Romania, Poland, and Croatia, Serbia and Slove nia

• The mapping methodology was slightly different in each country

• Some countries have included UNFC into their legislation.
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Example of mapping: ABC1 classification into UNFC (harmonised in Slovenia, Serbia, Croatia)

https://ice-srm.eu/temp-e-learning
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https://www.geologicalservice.eu/upload/files/EU%20ICE%20SRM%20UNFC%20training/Training%202/6_bridging%20methodologies_L2_Intro_CZ.pdf

Example: UK
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https://www.geologicalservice.eu/upload/files/EU%20ICE%20SRM%20UNFC%20training/Training%202/6_bridging%20methodologies_L2_Intro_CZ.pdf
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https://www.geologicalservice.eu/upload/files/EU%20ICE%20SRM%20UNFC%20training/Training%202/6_bridging%20methodologies_L2_Intro_CZ.pdf

Mapping

• To generate a Mapping Document by comparing  the definitions and 
specifications of each Category/Class  of one classification system to 
the definitions and specification of each of the Categories/Classes in 
another system in order to  identify the similarities and differences 
between them .

Harmonization 

• … and then, if necessary, to adjust definitions and/or specifications of 
one system so that they lead to comparable results . 

• A system that is harmonized with UNFC can become an Aligned System 
through the development and endorsement (by the EGRM) of a 
Bridging Document .

UNFC Update 2019, Part II

Bridging between National Classification Systems and UNFC 
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Bridging between National Classification Systems and UNFC 
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Thank you
Merci

Obrigada
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In this presentation, the ICE-SRM EU Training materials has been used: 

https://ice-srm.eu/temp-e-learning

“ICE-SRM EU Training materials were prepared in the framework of GSEU - 

Geological Service for Europe project, which has received funding from the 

European Union’s Horizon Europe research & innovation programme under Grant 

Agreement No. 101075609.”

E: euicesrm@geologicalservice.eu
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